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ASSESSMENT, PROGRESSION AND AWARDING: TAUGHT PROGRAMMES HANDBOOK

11. Consequence of failure in assessment

11.1
11.11

Introduction

Failure in up to a quarter of the total credit that may be awarded for the stage must be
condoned in order to permit progression or award. Students failing more than the
maximum credits that may be condoned are deemed to be failing the programme. The
responsibility for making decisions about the consequences of failure for individual
students who have failed more than the maximum credit that may be condoned for the
programme (i.e., referral, deferral, or repeat study) lies with the Faculty Assessment,
Progression and Awarding Committee. This formulation reflects a legal judgment
which requires that processes of academic assessment should be clearly separated
from those concerning the consequences of failure. Recommendations to withdraw a
student must be referred to the Dean for Taught Students for consideration.

Decisions on the consequence of failure must support the following principles:

Equity and fairness of treatment for all students.

The maintenance of academic standards.

For online programmes, the following points also apply:

Students should complete, at the next available opportunity, any referred
assessments.

Students must take any referred/deferred assessments at the end of a module

where the programme is delivered sequentially, where the end of a stage may be many
months after the initial learning. (Please also see the guidance notes for online
programmes in the Approval and Amendment of Taught Programmes and Modules
Handbook).

For online programmes offering very short modules, students’ who are taking
referred/ deferred assessments may be offered to do so whilst studying for a new
module or pause and re-join at the next module. Also see Chapter

8, ‘Progression’, and the guidance notes for online programmes in the
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11.1.5 For Degree Apprenticeship programmes, please see the Special

Provisions information for further guidance.

11.2 Referral

11.2.1 Referralis a further attempt at a module assessment without the requirement to
repeat any attendance.

11.2.2 Where failure cannot be condoned in a stage, the Faculty Assessment, Progression
and Awarding Committee will automatically approve referral/deferral in all
failed/deferred modules. Any exceptions to this rule must be referred to the Dean for
Taught Students for consideration. For FCH programmes, where condonement of a
core subject module may limit future module choice or degree title options for an

individual student, the FCH Programme Assessment, Progression and Awarding
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11.3.4 In programmes, where students register on a module-by-module basis, where a

11.3.5

student has failed a referred assessment but has not failed more than the total
number of credits that can be condoned on their programme of study, the
Assessment, Progression and Awarding Committee (APAC) can permit the student to
continue with their programme of study. Students must be given clear guidance
about condonement rules and the APAC must explain that fails will only be condoned
in circumstances where these rules have been met at the end of their programme of
study.

Where students are studying standalone modules, it is recognised that students may
be studying the modules for their own sake, while others may be intending to
accumulate credit towards an intended award. Therefore, students must be given
clear guidance with regard to the failure of modules and implications for any further
study towards an intended award. The Assessment, Progression and Awarding
Committee (APAC) will need to be aware of any modules that have already been
failed by a student, in order that a student does not continue to register and pay fees
in circumstances in which it isimpossible for them to achieve their intended award.
Students must be given clear guidance about the timing of referred and deferred

assessments in advance.

11.4 Consequences of Failure in Deferred Assessments
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11.4.2

11.4.3

that the student can progress to the next stage carrying a referral in the failed
assessment(s). Such students must pass the referred assessment(s), at the next
available assessment period, prior to progression.
Students who are not progressing and sitting referrals or deferrals in the next
assessment period will do so without attendance. These students will;
Cl. Attempt an assessment(s), either via referral or deferral, which is usually sat in the
subsequent academic year without attendance at scheduled teaching events.
C2. Have access to online learning resources related to the curriculum/assessment
pattern of the year in which they were taught rather than having access to live/current
teaching events occurring in-year.
C3. Have their progression decision on hold pending successful completion of these
assessments and in alignment with module completion timeframes as outlined in
Chapter 2 - Setting and Submission of Assessments, of the Assessment, Progression
and Awarding Handbook. For students on PSRB-regulated programmes, failure to
complete within the stipulated module timeframes could necessitate a repeat year.
C4. May be attempting one or multiple assessments/ modules per stage and with more
flexibility during Exceptional Years i.e. students may opt to defer assessments without
the need for evidence.
C5. Not pay tuition fees (with the exception of fees for any referrals) and are not
eligible for student finance.
C6. Be classed as registered students.
C7. Have their module marks, in relation to any referrals, capped at the pass mark.
In programmes, where students register on a module-by-module basis, where a
student has failed a referred assessment but has not failed more than the total
number of credits that can be condoned on their programme of study, the
Assessment, Progression and Awarding Committee (APAC) can permit the student to
continue with their programme of study. Students must be given clear guidance
about condonement rules and the APAC must explain that fails will only be condoned
in circumstances where these rules have been met at the end of their programme of
study.
Where students are studying standalone modules, it is recognised that students may
be studying the modules for their own sake, while others may be intending to

accumulate credit towards an intended award. Therefore students must be given
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C. Where APACs believe a student has been severely impacted by an Exceptional Year,
they may permit a further opportunity to resit failed elements in order to improve the

final outcome.

'Trailing/trailed module(s); where a student has failed deferred assessment in August but has
satisfied the criteria as noted in 11.4.1a, they may progress to the next stage with referred

assessment(s) to take place at the next available assessment point.

3Where it is recommended that deferrals or referrals should be taken at the next scheduled
assessment point for the module, interrupted students will be required to complete their
period of interruption before resuming study and will then be offered the opportunity to sit

their outstanding assessments at the next available opportunity.
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